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pseudonyn "Lynn', has bccn placed in the Phillipi home for almost 3ii-,"JjulllT'
3 years Lynn is an€f,trcmcly conplicated teny€arold girl with 6everc
coslitive and noror disabiliiies. DHS has b€en the suardian for this child
since 2002;I ve be€n the rcsponsible caseworLersince 2004, so I've had an
oppoftudty to observe her care over tinc. Lynn is a ward ofthe state because
her lees were btuke! by an unlnown per6on when she was two ycds old, and
because herparents w€re involved {ith methamlhetanine andexten6ive

L}'nn was injuled during birth dne to a tNe lnot in the umbilical cord which
cutofforagen needed fornornal dev.lopment. She camot nove he$elfand
liv€s etrinely in herwheel chrir and ler!ad. sha is severcly reiddcddd
does not coDnunicate. She is fed through a G tube. A sunmaryolher
medical status by problem can b€ fornd at the end of this letter.

Because ofher severe nedical nceds she residedin a nu*inshone fot
€everal yaars;her dare there was ninimaly ad€quate. The stat€ deternined
children like Lynn should be cared for in a nore fanily lilc sctting dd she
was noved to the Phillipi home.

The reader nay wonder wh€th€r Lynns case is unique how nany children
wit! similar severe leeds are in the care and custody ofth€ state? I cart give
you nunbers. but I cdsayshe is loi unique. Most child welfarc pernanency
caseworke$ havc at least oDe such child {ith 6eeele need6 or thcir casaload.
Oregln's deci6ions alout car€ of children with severe needs have evolved and
improveil over the year6. Such childretr were car€d for at IaiNie{ Tralning
Centar in Salem ftom 1908-2000. I rem€nbei sceile mary such children,
defom.d and unable to function,lring lour alter hourin cribs in drab wads
at Faiviow. The alproach to cadng for t!e6e children changed in the 80s
and 90's. Honsire th€n in th€ "communibl qa6 con6id€red a nor€ hMane
aplroach This is rvhe& option6lik€ the PNlipis bacame esscnhal.

In Ltnn 6 case, sh€ was tust placed ir a pediatric nulsing honc. (Her carc
there was never as good as il is in the Phillili home.) I! 200? the Statc
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deternined childrer like Lynn 6hould not be lept in trumins homes. Lynn
was assessed to need 24l? nursirg care and was moved ro ihe Phillipi home.
To the cxtent possible for a child rvith her 6evere dr6ab ities, sha has tlrived
il the care she rcceives there.

Th€ Phillipi s are uique in several ways.
. Theirs is a f a n i I y o p a r a t i o n, with colsist€nt carc of*sident6 by

membels oftheir extend€d fanili€s who have worked andlived
toseiber lor y€a$.

r UnLiLe a trTical DD !one, when they dake a conniiment to a special
n€cds child, they make a lifetime commitment. Nlosthomos that take
DD ciients stop servinsthen at age 18 and iley hav€ to move. Not so

. Crating a seD6e of family lbr thc r€sidents is an important value.
Ive con€ to the hone unannounce.l andsccn Llnn in her wheelchair
sittins at the table while adults afe n€eting for busincss. One day as I
ras Lcavins tle house,I spoke Nith aTriMel Lift driv€r whowas
d e I i v e r i n g a c h i I d t o the home. She conmented, Th€le i6 a lot oflove
in this }ooe; I can tel1 becaus€ ofthe vay my pass€ngers feel {hen
ther anive at tle !ou6€. She added, "This is the bestplace that I
deliver leople to.

The need to pmvide care lor children ivjth mental and lhysical disabilities is
one that does mi so awar. Tle Phillipi\ provide Nle be6t kind ofcare:a
homelike setiing that provides boih safety and €xcellent cale. I
wholeheartedly 6upport th€irplam to cxldd thei Cent€r. Theyhave
denonstlated a life tide conmirn€nt to qualiiy of care for senously disabled

Social Sewiccs SDecialist
503 6816976

' Sun*y ol L!.n s status by problen: hrloih ischenic encephlLopalhy tonbnihi
cerebrat pslsy pmfound\ imD aire d I reedi nc probLen s cnnd hlr sertre dysph$ia and
ta}es nothinsby noulh G"s r s t u lle ) rs s s b o e s o p h a g e d r e n u she gass and couBhs qun!
a bndu," t pulaomiJ seoerioN Gas only r f u n d i o n i n g l u n g l;. h r
she has had aspir5hon pneunora8 repcaicdLv sin.. infaDcy;ncnralr.brdaron
Droroundly inpdredi uetain ho{ nuch she can see. She Eail*, co
laughing Does noihave ay$/lor.6pomc buidoes anticiFate sdi
bedroi at nighi CinsLvsl hwerylasia - many ofh
asiirtion episodes of astahon {h.r she b...des difNely leDulou lnd tachycardic


